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Minutes of the Planning & Transportation Committee meeting held on Thursday, 19th February 2026 at 
St Andrew’s Church Hall at 7.00pm 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 

  
CHAIRMAN: Cllr R Whiting 
  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

Cllr R Whiting, Cllr B Ward, Cllr M Odam, Cllr D Francis, Cllr Wright, 
Cllr K Driver, Cllr R Nunn, Cllr M Newton, Cllr S Taylor 

APOLOGIES: 

OTHER ATTENDEES: 

Cllr P Phillpot 

Members of the public: 0; Cllr A Jeffreys 
  

CLERK: Mrs S Stannard (Clerk)  
Minutes taken by Mrs Stannard 
 

1. APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF ABSENCE, PROTOCOL & CONDUCT REMINDERS 
RESOLVED: No apologies.  
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLOR INTEREST 
None 
 

3. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5th FEBRUARY 2026 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Planning and Transportation Committee held on the 5th February 
2026 be signed by the Chairman as a true record and accurate record with the following amendment: 
the duplication of the TPO for 1 The Limes was deleted. 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

a. Public Forum – Members of the Public/ Parish Councillors may raise items relating to this 
agenda or any matter concerning the parish 

Cllr Odam commented on the state of the footpath along The Street with all the rain. The Clerk to report 
clearing of ditches needed.  

 

5. TO CONSIDER AND DETERMINE RESPONSES TO THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

DC/25/3642/CLE The Granary Hill 

Farm Barn, 

Lamberts Lane, 

Rushmere St 

Andrew 

IP5 1DS Certificate of lawful use (Existing) - To confirm the 

use of the annexe as ancillary residential 

accommodation for professional scholars 

associated with Ipswich Town Football Club. The 

annexe is used as part of the main dwelling to 

provide accommodation linked to the clubs 

scholar programme. This application seeks to 

regularise and confirm this use as lawful. 

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors.   
 
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTION to the application provided: 
That the application is linked to the current owners; the activities at the ITFC and the use remains incidental to the 
main dwelling.  
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DC/26/0429/TPO 1 Woodbridge Road, 

Rushmere St 

Andrew 

IP5 1AH G1 of TPO 129 / 2000 1no. Oak (red circle on 

plan) - Reduce to 6 metres in height 

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors.   
 
RESOLVED: OBJECT to the application for the following reasons: 
Excessive Height Reduction and Harm to Tree Health and Local Character 
The application proposes a significant height reduction of 6 metres on the Oak tree. This level of reduction is 
considerably greater than necessary for typical maintenance and will likely cause long-term harm to the health, 
structure and natural form of the tree. A cut of this magnitude fundamentally alters the tree’s appearance, reduces 
its amenity value, and undermines its role in the landscape and street scene. 
The proposal is against Policies SCLP10.4 and Policy SCLP10.3 as well as Policies RSA4 and RSA9 of the 
Rushmere St Andrew Neighbourhood Plan. It will have a harmful Impact on landscape character in the area.  
 
Lack of justification 
No compelling arboricultural or safety justification has been provided that would warrant such a disproportionate 
scale of reduction. Best practice for tree works advises minimal intervention that preserves tree health and form 
unless there are overriding reasons. Reducing a tree by 6 metres far exceeds typical pruning needs. 

 

DC/26/0476/TPO St Andrews House 

St Andrews Church 

Close, Rushmere St 

Andrew 

IP5 1AN 1no. Oak (T1 on plan) - Overall crown reduction 

by up to 4 metres 1no. Oak (T2 on plan) - Reduce 

lowest limb going towards rear field by up to 4 

metres 

-Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors. 
 
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTION to the application.  

DC/26/0363/FUL The Blossoms 138A, 

The Street, 

Rushmere St 

Andrew 

IP5 1DH Single storey rear extension with flat roof to match 

existing  

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors.   
 
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTION to the application.  

 

DC/26/0484/TPO Brindle House, 

142A, The Street, 

Rushmere St 

Andrew 

IP5 1DH 1no. Beech (T1 on plan) – Overall crown 

reduction by 3 metres 

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors. 
 
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTION to the application  
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6. TO CONSIDER AND AGREE RESPONSES TO ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 
AFTER PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA 

DC/26/0402/TPO 10 The Limes, 

Rushmere St 

Andrew 

 A1 of TPO No. 29/1955 3no. Ash (Yellow circle on 

plan) – Reduce in height by 2.5 - 3 metres and in 

radial spread by 2 metres. 1no.Ash (Yellow circle 

on neighbouring land) – Reduce 2 x side 

branches by 2.5 metres. 

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors. 
 
RESOLVED: NO OBJECTION to the application. 

 

DC/26/0457/TPO 
  

45 Brookhill Way, 
Rushmere St Andrew
  

 Construction of detached 
outbuilding 

Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The 
application was considered by councillors. 
 
RESOLVED: To OBJECT against the planning application for the following reasons: 

The application proposes a structure up to 3.5 m in height positioned on the rear boundary line of the site. Due 
to its scale, height and location, on a downhill slope relative to neighbouring properties, the proposed structure 
would appear unduly dominant and overbearing in the outlook from adjoining residential gardens and 
habitable rooms. This would result in an unacceptable harmful impact on the living conditions and amenity of 
neighbouring residents. 

This harm is contrary to Policy SCLP11.2: Residential Amenity of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan (2020), which 
requires development to be located and designed to safeguard the quality of life for both existing and future 
residents, having regard to impacts including outlook, relationship with other properties and overbearing 
development. Under this policy, proposals must not cause an unacceptable loss of amenity to neighbouring 
occupiers, including through impacts on outlook and dominance.  

Noise and Disturbance (Golf Simulator Use) 
In addition to the adverse physical impact of the structure itself, the proposal includes the use of the building 
as a golf simulator room, which by reason of the nature of this use is likely to generate additional noise and 
disturbance, including instructions, equipment use and group activity, particularly outside of normal daytime 
hours. The absence of robust evidence demonstrating that noise and disturbance associated with the 
proposed use can be effectively mitigated means that it is likely to cause harm to the living conditions of 
nearby residents. This is also contrary to Policy SCLP11.2, which requires development not to cause harm 
through noise and disturbance and to safeguard residential amenity.  

Neighbourhood Plan – Design & Character Considerations 
Policy RSA9 of the Rushmere St Andrew Neighbourhood Plan (2020–2036) emphasises that development 
should respond to the local context, character and existing built form, avoiding inappropriate form, layout or 
massing that would be harmful to neighbouring properties or the wider area. The scale and siting of the 
proposed structure on the boundary would fail to achieve this. 

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 
Correspondence received regarding permission for ITFC Training Ground access road at Ipswich 
School Sports Centre. Complaints Committee will deal with this in detail in due course. Councillors 
noted this.  

8. DETERMINATION OF ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
None 
 

9. CLOSE OF MEETING 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm. 


