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Minutes of the Planning & Transportation Committee meeting held on Thursday, 22nd April 2025 at St Andrew’s Church Hall at 7.30pm

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	
	CHAIRMAN:
	Cllr R Whiting

	
	

	COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT:
	Cllr K Driver, Cllr R Whiting, Cllr M Newton, Cllr M Odam, Cllr P Phillpot, Cllr J Wright, Cllr R Nunn, Cllr B Ward, Cllr Francis, Cllr Westrup

	OTHER ATTENDEES:
	Members of the public: 0.

	APOLOGIES:
OTHER APOLOGIES:
	None Received 

	
	

	CLERK:
	Mr P Massey (Clerk). Mrs S Stannard (Assistant Clerk) 
Minutes taken by Mrs Stannard



APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF ABSENCE, PROTOCOL & CONDUCT REMINDERS
The Chairman reminded Councillors of the Code of Conduct, protocol for debate and statutory rights to film, record, photograph or otherwise report on the proceedings of the meeting and the protocol for face-to-face meetings. No apologies were received.

DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLOR INTEREST
No declarations were made.

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd APRIL 2025
Cllr Wright proposed acceptance of the minutes with no amendments. Seconded by Cllr Ward. Resolved with ALL in favour.

The minutes were duly signed as a correct record. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a. Public Forum – Members of the Public/ Parish Councillors may raise items relating to this agenda or any matter concerning the parish
Cllr Wright made Councillors aware of a tree that has fallen over on a neighbouring fence along Pardoe Place. The Parish Council owns the land and this land was transferred to the Parish Council from Chater Land Holdings Ltd. Cllr Wright also provided an update on the bee cafes and the rewilding area at Woodbridge Road.
Cllr Whiting made Councillors aware that he has received correspondence from a resident regarding parking at the Baptist Church, The Street. The correspondence was read out and considered. It was agreed that the Council will write to the resident advising him that he has to contact the Police about obstruction of a pavement and parking close to road junctions.








TO CONSIDER AND AGREE RESPONSES TO THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATION 

	DC/25/1359/FUL
	33, Yewtree Grove, Rushmere St Andrew
	IP5 2GL
	Single storey side extension

	Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The application was considered carefully.  

Response:  Cllr Driver proposed that NO OBJECTION to application be made. Seconded by Cllr Westrup. Resolved with ALL in favour.  



	DC/25/1220/FUL
	Warwick House, 96 Woodbridge Road, Rushmere St Andrew
	IP4 5RA
	New cart lodge to front garden

	Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The application was considered carefully.  

Response:  Cllr Driver proposed that the Council OBJECTION to application for the following reasons. 

The proposal conflicts with Policy SCLP 11.1 (Design Quality) of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan. The application does not demonstrate an understanding of the local character, nor does it respect the height, scale, or form of the surrounding development. It fails to respond appropriately to the layout, massing, and spatial relationship between buildings, particularly in relation to the wider street scene. Furthermore, it does not adequately consider the impact on important landscape features, nor does it provide convincing justification that the proposal complements the area’s distinctiveness.

The proposed development introduces a structure of substantial height and massing to the frontage of the property, projecting significantly further forward than the existing building line along this road. This is wholly out of keeping with the established character of the built environment. The increase in scale would result in a dominating and overbearing presence that would adversely affect the local character and streetscape. The proposal fails to respect the established pattern of development and would have a visually intrusive impact, disrupting the coherence and uniformity of the area’s appearance. This is contrary to the principles of sensitive and contextual design.

The proposal is also contrary to Policy RSA9 (Design Considerations) of the Rushmere St Andrew Neighbourhood Plan. It does not align with the Design Guidelines and Codes for Rushmere St Andrew, and it fails to maintain or enhance local distinctiveness or the character of the immediate area. The potential impact on existing trees conflicts with the policy’s requirement to protect important landscape features. Additionally, the design does not meet the policy's standards for delivering a high-quality, safe, and sustainable environment, and it does not sufficiently address impacts on the amenity of nearby residents—particularly with respect to outlook, light, and privacy.

Potential Harm to Tree Roots on a Neighbouring Property
The Council is also concerned about potential damage to the root systems of trees on adjacent properties, which contribute positively to the local environment and residential amenity. No arboricultural assessment or mitigation strategy has been provided to address this risk.

Seconded by Cllr Wright. Resolved with MAJORITY in favour.  



	DC/25/1315/FUL
	12 Meadowside Gardens, Rushmere St Andrew
	IP4 5RD
	Extensions and alterations

	Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The application was considered carefully.  

Response:  Cllr Wright proposed that the Council OBJECTION to the application for the following reasons: 
Rushmere St Andrew Parish Council OBJECTS to the planning application. The proposal seeks to convert the existing bungalow into a two-storey dwelling, incorporating Velux windows. The application site has a small rear garden. The provision of two parking spaces is considered to be insufficient for this proposal and it's location. The proposal conflicts with Policies SCLP 11.1 and SCLP 11.2 of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan, as well as Policy RSA9 of the Rushmere St Andrew Neighbourhood Plan. The scale of the proposed alterations is significant and would result in overdevelopment of the site. Furthermore, it would negatively impact the amenity of the neighbouring properties at Nos. 24, 26, and 30 Bent Lane, as well as Nos. 11 and 13 Meadowside Gardens. The proposal would have a detrimental impact on the character and appearance of the street scene. These adverse effects make the proposal unsuitable for this location.

Seconded by Cllr Ward. Resolved with MAJORITY in favour.  



	DC/25/1324/FUL
	4 The Willows, Rushmere St Andrew
	IP5 1BX
	Single storey side extension

	Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The application was considered carefully.  

Response:  Cllr Wright proposed that NO OBJECTIONS to application be made, with the request that the materials of the extension should match the existing dwelling. Seconded by Cllr Phillpot. Resolved with ALL in favour.  



	DC/25/1168/FUL
	20 Playford Road, Rushmere St Andrew
	IP4 5RG
	Extend side room to form lounge

	Cllr Whiting provided a situation report following the examination of the proposal and documentation. The application was considered carefully.  

Response:  Cllr Driver proposed that NO OBJECTIONS to application be made. Seconded by Cllr Newton. Resolved with ALL in favour.  



1. DETERMINATION OF ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA
Cllr Wright informed Councillors that the Clerk had been contacted by Flagship Housing about a possible redevelopment of the garages in Holly Lane. Once more information is received this will be considered by the Planning and Transportation Committee. 

CLOSE OF MEETING
The Chairman closed the meeting at 20.11 pm.
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