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	      Rushmere St. Andrew
            Parish Council
    www.rushmerestandrew.onesuffolk.net




Minutes of the Community Engagement Committee meeting held on 24th April 2025 at 7.30pm at St Andrew’s Church Hall
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	
	CHAIRMAN:
	Cllr P Phillpot

	
	

	PRESENT:
	Cllr R Whiting, Cllr M Brown, Cllr M Odam, Cllr P Phillpot, Cllr B Ward, Cllr M Newton, Cllr P Blundell, Cllr N Barber, Cllr K Barber


	APOLOGIES:
	Cllr J Wright (another commitment)

	
	

	
	

	CLERK:
	Mr P Massey – Clerk. Minutes taken by Mr P Massey.
Mrs S Stannard- Assistant Clerk.

	
	

	
ALSO PRESENT:
	                   
0 Members of the Public



ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Whiting asked for nominations for Chairman of the Community Engagement Committee for the forthcoming year.
Cllr Whiting nominated Cllr Phillpot and this was seconded by Cllr Newton. There were no other nominations. Resolved with ALL in favour. Cllr Phillpot was duly elected as the Chairman for the Community Engagement Committee for the forthcoming year.
APOLOGIES AND APPROVAL OF ABSENCE, PROTOCOL AND CONDUCT REMINDERS
Cllr Phillpot reminded Councillors of the Code of Conduct, protocol for debate and statutory rights to film, record, photograph or otherwise report on the proceedings of the meeting. Apologies were received as above. Cllr Whiting proposed acceptance of the apologies. Seconded by Cllr Newton. Resolved with ALL in favour.

DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLOR INTEREST 
Cllr Odam declared a non-pecuniary interest in Rushmere St Andrew’s Church.

TO SIGN, AS A CORRECT RECORD, THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27th JUNE 2024
Cllr Whiting proposed acceptance of the minutes without any amendments. This was seconded by Cllr Newton. Resolved with ALL in favour. 

The minutes were duly signed as a correct record. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
a. To Identify Public Participation with Respect to Items on this Agenda
No members of the public present

b. Public Forum – Members of Public/Parish Councillors May Speak on Any Matter
No matters arising

TO RECEIVE PRESENTATION ON PARISH ONLINE
The Clerk provided Councillors with a demonstration on the software Parish Online and answered any questions.
Councillors noted the demonstration.

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING KELVEDON SENSORY GARDEN OPENING.
Kelvedon Sensory Garden is estimated to be completed by the end of May. Councillors considered options for an opening ceremony. 
Cllr N Barber proposed that the recommendation to plan an opening event for the beginning of July 2025 with a budget of £300 be taken to Parish Council. For the opening event we should be looking at inviting a diverse group of residents who would potentially benefit from the garden, and consideration should be taken regarding the installation of an information board. Seconded by Cllr Ward. Resolved with ALL in favour.
TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING KNITTED CHURCH INIATIVE
The Clerk outlined the concept of the Knitted Church exhibition being undertaken by St Andrew’s Church. There is no cost or involvement of the Parish Council required, just a request to promote and advertise the event. Councillors discussed this.

Cllr N Barber Proposed that the Clerk advertise the Knitted Church Initiative being undertaken by St Andrew’s Church on the Parish Council social media and notice boards. Seconded by Cllr Blundell. Resolved with MAJORITY in favour.

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING WEBSITE DOMAIN NAMES
The Clerk explained in the Practitioners Guide 2025 there is more emphasis on importance of moving to .GOV.UK domain. The Clerk explained the reasons why and the options involved as outlined below.
To move to a .GOV.UK domain with our current website providers will cost an additional £25 per year.
If at the same time councillors would like an overhaul and modernisation of the website this would cost between £600- £1,200.
Moving to .GOV.UK email address as recommended in the Practitioners Guide 2025. This would involve Cloudflex our current IT Providers switching the current email addresses over from .ORG.UK to .GOV.UK and providing a forwarding service. There would be a small nominal fee for this. To provide all councillors with an official .GOV.UK email address the cost per email address would be £10.90 per year for an exchange mail box provided by Cloudflex.

Councillors discussed this.

Cllr Whiting proposed that the recommendation to set up a working party to facilitate this change be taken to Parish Council. Seconded by Cllr Blundell. Resolved with ALL in favour.

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING VE AND VJ DAY EVENTS
The Clerk made Councillors aware that VE Day is on the 8th May 2025 and VJ Day is on the 15th August and this item was deferred from the February 2025 Parish Council Meeting to be discussed at Community Engagement. The Clerk recommended with the short timeframe to make arrangements that a social media post should be used by the Council to acknowledge the days.
Cllr N Barber proposed that we publish our own acknowledgements of VE Day and VJ Day on our social media, and promote other events in the area. Seconded by Cllr Blundell. Resolved with ALL in favour.

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING 90 LITTLE BOOK STOPS.
The Clerk outlined the 90 Little Book Stop project provided by Penguin. This free initiative would require the Council to apply for a ‘Little Book Stop’ which would be maintained and serviced by Cllr Odam. The recommended location for the ‘Little Book Stop’ would be at the newly created Kelvedon Sensory Garden.

Cllr Odam proposed that the Council apply to Penguin for the installation of a ‘Book Stop’ for Kelvedon Sensory Garden. Seconded by Cllr Blundell. Resolved with MAJORITY in favour.

GENERAL PARISH MATTERS & CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Correspondence Received
None 
DETERMINATION OF ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA
Information board at Kelvedon Sensory Garden.
14. CLOSE OF MEETING 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8:34pm 
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